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chance of killing it. It would suddenly appear from amongst 
the trees, close to the ground, and seizing its victim, retire to 
the bush, where the sportsman stands but a very poor chance of 
seeing the bird before being seen by it. At l 
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XII1.—Notes on a living specimen of a singular Grallatorial Bird 
from New Caledonia. By Dr. Groner Bennett, F.Z.S.* 


ge I ReacHED Sydney on the 12th of November, having left 


Southampton on the 20th of September. A few days after my 
arrival, I observed a bird in the aviary at the Botanic Gardens 
here, which appears to me to be new. This living specimen 
and another, now set up in the Sydney Museum, were received 
as presents from M. Des Planches, Surgeon of H.I.M.S. 
“ Sibylle,” who brought them from New Caledonia. This bird 
is said to be plentiful there near the sea-coast, and is named by 
the natives Kagu. It has a large and handsome crest, which is 
always carried depressed, and which we could only get it to 
elevate by frightening it on placing a Hawk in the same com- 
partment with it. Upon this being done, after running about, 
the bird elevated its crest; but I could not observe that it 
spread it out to any extent, although, on examining the stuffed 
specimen, the crest appears capable of being spread out as well as 
of being simply raised, as may be seen in the drawing sent here- 
with. The second drawing represents the crest in repose. The 
head and crest are of a light greyish colour, the longer feathers 
of the crest being of a lighter tint. The back, neck, and wing- 
coverts are of a dark penciled grey with brown markings, the 
latter varying according to age, and the long pinion feathers 
when spread are elegantly barred with reddish brown. On being 
chased the bird runs with great rapidity, never attempting to fly. 
On being caught it uttered a loud screaming noise, and it was 
only on such an occasion that it was ever heard to utter any 
sound. The form of the bird, together with the peculiar beak 
and Rail-like feet, are well displayed in the sketches, which have 
been kindly made for me by Mr. G. Krefft, the Assistant Curator 


* From a letter addressed by Dr. Bennett to the Editor, dated Sydney, 
November 21st, 1860. 
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of the Sydney Museum. The bill, legs, and feet in the living 
specimen were of a reddish orange colour; in the stuffed specimen, 
in its recent state, they were of a bright scarlet colour, evidently 
varying from age or other causes. ‘The irides are brown. The 
bird appears to be very hardy, and, as I have been informed, 1s 
not rare in its native country. Should it prove to be an acqui- 
sition, no doubt specimens could be procured and sent to the 
Zoological Gardens in the Regent’s Park. It feeds upon insects, 
mice, birds, and raw meat, which it usually devours entire ; it is 
very ravenous for food, and often evinces some degree of pugnacity 
when meddled with. It runs with great rapidity, compressing 
the body and elongating the head and neck in a manner seen 
to obtain among the Rails. In the same compartment in the 
aviary is a living specimen of the New Zealand Rail, the Weka 
of the natives (Ocydromus australis, Sparrm.). The actions of 
these two birds are similar; and there is also a marked resem- 
blance between them in the structure of the toes. They are 
both fond of digging in the earth for worms and searching 
about the grass for insects, snails, &c.; but the New Caledonian 
bird, when not disturbed, has a more stately walk than the Rails, 
and in that respect approaches the Herons or Cranes. It 
appears to me to form a link between the Gruide or Cranes and 
the Rallide or Rails, which, however, will be more easily de- 
eided when an opportunity occurs of examining its anatomy, 
and more especially its osteological structure. No doubt before 
long we shall be able to procure specimens for this purpose, when 
I will communicate with you again on the subject*. 


* This bird is the Rhinochetus jubatus, Verr. et Des Murs, described 
and figured in the ‘ Revue et Magasin de Zoologie’ for last year (1860), 
p. 440. pl. 21, from a single example preserved in the “ Exposition des 
produits des Colonies ” at Paris. It has been referred by the describers 
(MM. J. Verreaux and Des Murs) to the Herons (Ardeide), but is cer- 
tainly a strange and very interesting form, probably, as Dr. Bennett has 
suggested, connecting the Rails with the Herons. As no details have been 
given concerning its habits, Dr. Bennett’s account of them is of great 
interest, and we sincerely trust that he may be able to carry out his inten- 
tion of sending living examples to England. At present the specimen in 
Paris is the only one known, so that skins and skeletons of this bird would 
be also much valued in this country.—Ep. 
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